
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

(San Salvador, El Salvador – September 15, 2013)  

 

MCC affirms its commitment to protecting hawksbill turtles and their habitat in the Bay of 

Jiquilisco  

 

Fabien Cousteau commends local conservation efforts 

 

This past Wednesday, nearly 7,000 people of national and international origin signed a letter 

addressed to President Funes and members of the Board of Directors of the Millennium 

Challenge Corporation (MCC) in the United States. The letter asked that the MCC and President 

Funes ensure the funds from the second compact do not negatively impact hawksbill sea turtles 

or their critical habitat of extreme biological value in the Bay of Jiquilisco, given those areas also 

provide essential environmental services to local communities. 

 

The Mangrove Association and EcoViva have been working to alert the MCC and Salvadoran 

National Assembly of the importance of the Bay of Jiquilisco. This has included visits to 

Washington, D.C. to raise awareness among members of U.S. Congress.  They have also met 

several times with the MCC, who according to a representative of the agency has committed to 

protect hawksbills and their critical habitat. This commitment is in response to a petition by 

ICAPO and VIVAZUL.   

 

“MCC is prohibited from providing assistance for any project that is ‘likely to cause a significant 

environmental, health, or safety hazard,’” stated the representative.  “MCC also recognizes that 

the pursuit of sustainable economic growth and a healthy environment are related. In 

collaboration with MCC, partner countries are striving to achieve sustainable economic 

development through their compact-funded activities while at the same time minimizing 

environmental and social risks and enhancing natural resource protections.” 

 

Fewer than 500 adult female hawksbills remain in the entire eastern Pacific Ocean, of which 

almost 50% nest in the Bay of Jiquilisco.  However, rapid and uncontrolled development is 

encroaching on the Bay’s hawksbill nesting beaches which is a severe threat to hawksbills as 

well as local egg collectors.  

 

“This commitment by the MCC is an important victory for both hawksbills and the local 

communities that protect them,” explained Michael Liles, National Director of ICAPO, a leading 

hawksbill conservation organization in the region with a focus in the Bay due to its significance.  

“Every year, local egg collectors protect more that 95% of hawksbill nests in the Bay of 

Jiquilisco by bringing the eggs to hatcheries.  For this reason, it is fundamental to not only 

protect the nesting beaches of this species, but also guarantee free access for the egg collectors to 

those beaches,” he added. 

 

Unprecedented levels of development are anticipated to start in 2014 with the leveraging of $365 

million over a five-year period led by Fomilenio II (the Salvadoran governmental arm of the 

compact) and the MCC. Their purpose is to develop the coastal zone of El Salvador,  



 

 

 

with the objective of using commercial tourism for the development of the Bay of Jiquilisco. 

 

Nathan Weller of EcoViva, an international organization with more than 17 years of experience 

allied with initiatives in the Bay, recognizes that the Bay of Jiquilisco is a vehicle of economic 

development for everyone in the region.  “Significant investment in the coastal zone has been 

lacking for many years, abandoned by the public policy of previous administrations, and it is the 

responsibility of all of civil society, public as well as private, to advance the necessary steps to 

forge adequate and inclusive governance.” 

 

As such, the rural communities together with 8 local municipalities of the coastal zone and 

representatives from national ministries such as the Technical Secretary (El Salvador’s lead 

negotiator for the upcoming MCC compact), the National Administration of Aqueducts and 

Waste Management, and the Ministry of Agriculture convened a public forum on the 28th of 

August. More than 350 participants attended to express the importance of special management 

for coastal areas like the Bay of Jiquilisco. The Bay of Jiquilisco has the capacity to contribute 

fundamental value to all forms of investment, public or private, and provide a foundation for 

tourism of any scale. 

 

“The participants of the forum show the capacity for local development, [capacity] which they 

have been building in the region for years. The event gave clarity to what the investment may 

implicate if local productive initiatives are not taken into consideration,” explained Carmen 

Argueta, President of the Mangrove Association and La Coordinadora of the Lower Lempa and 

the Bay of Jiquilisco.   

 

Mangrove Association, EcoViva, and ICAPO are providing enforcement mechanisms in 

collaboration with the National Civil Police and the fishing communities in order to prevent blast 

fishing and other problems.  The work of the communities and these organizations is being 

internationally recognized.   

 

“The nesting of hawksbill turtles in the Bay of Jiquilisco is a privilege for the country, but it is 

also an enormous responsibility for the international community,” says Fabien Cousteau of Plant 

a Fish and VIVAZUL, grandson of famous oceanographer Jacques Cousteau.  “If hawksbill 

turtles disappear in El Salvador, they will become extinct in the entire eastern Pacific, a fact that 

should not be taken lightly.” 

 

We greatly appreciate the support of Seeturtles.org and SEE Turtles on this petition. 
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